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Voting  for  the  final  four:  Boston’s  rpliMtiSASStl 
dynamic  city  councilor  at-large  ^TpiK*£^ 


(Left  to  right)  Pressley,  Arroyo,  Jackson,  Gonzalez,  Bennett,  Connolly,  Murphy,  Kenneally.  (Photo  by  Samuel  Tsoi)/  (d&^M^)  Pressley, 
Arroyo,  Jackson,  Gonzalez,  Bennett,  Connolly,  Murphy,  Kenneallyo  13  0®— 


By  Samuel  Tsoi 

Ail  eight  candidates  vying 
for  Boston's  four  open  at-large 
city  councilor  seats  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Mass  Vote  forum  on 
Tuesday,  October  13,  hosted  at 
UMass-Boston. 

Even  though  September's 
preliminary  election  narrowed 
the  crowded  field  of  fifteen 
down  to  eight,  the  ceindidates 
remain  an  impressively  dynamic 
cohort,  representing  a  spectrum 
of  generations,  races  and  neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

The  candidates  showcased  a 
wide  rcinge  of  resumes,  compris¬ 
ing  experiences  ranging  from 
federal,  state,  and  municipal 
government,  business,  youth 
development  and  community 
organizing. 

The  forum  began  with  a 
simple  question:  "How  will  you 
make  a  difference?"  and  ended 
with  another  "Why  should 
we  vote  for  you?"  Candidates 
also  responded  extensively  to 
issue-specific  questions  fielded 
by  the  local  media  and  the  audi¬ 
ence.  Topics  ranged  from  pubUc 
safety,  CORl  (Criminal  Offender 
Record  Information)  reform,  eco¬ 
nomic  development,  city  man¬ 
agement  and  education. 

Stephen  Murphy,  an  incum¬ 
bent  at-large  councilor  since 
1997,  listed  accomplishments 
from  his  long  tenure  and  his 
responsiveness  to  issues  such 
as  enacting  a  grease  ordinance 
after  a  West  Roxbury  restaurant 
fire.  "It  is  a  high  honor  to  serve 
this  city,  and  I  will  continue  my 
advocacy,"  he  said. 

Murphy  also  highlighted  the 


PILOT  (Payment  In-Lieu  Of  Taxes) 
initiative  to  address  the  city's 
property  tax  imbaTSice.  G^ently, 
more  than  half  of  developments 
are  tax-exempt,  including  many 
academic  and  health  care  institu¬ 
tions.  Murphy  suggested  using 
incentives  such  as  tuition  reduc¬ 
tion  for  students  who  mentor  the 
city's  youth,  and  advocated  for 
more  on-campus  housing. 

John  ConnoUy,  another  incum¬ 
bent  city  councilor,  touted  energy 
efficiency  and  effective  use  of  tech¬ 
nology  as  cost-saving  strategies. 
Connolly  also  reminded  voters  of 
his  effort  in  increasing  parental 
responsibility  in  the  chronic  absen¬ 
teeism  problem  common  among 
many  youth. 

"As  a  former  teacher,  I  work 
hard  to  keep  kids  from  falling  off 
the  tracks,"  said  Connolly,  who 
described  plans  for  a  pubhc  envi¬ 
ronmental  science  academy.  He 
also  urged  to  unite  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  "There  is  only  one  Boston, 
not  an  old  and  new  Boston,"  he 
said. 

Tito  Jackson  saw  it  differently, 
especially  in  the  areas  of  pubhc 
safety  and  economic  opportunity. 
The  former  Patrick  Administration 
staffer  lamented  over  the  city's 
infamous  racial  past.  Jackson  was 
bom  in  Boston,  and  raised  by  his 
adopted  mother,  a  biography  that 
he  proudly  brings  to  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  public  service  and  youth 
empowerment. 

"The  reahty  is,  there  are  two 
different  cities. . .  1  will  tear  down 
those  walls,  and  build  bridges," 
Jackson  pledged,  pointing  to  the 
evidence  of  deteriorating  roads, 
achievement  gaps  and  the  unequal 
access  to  financial  and  educational 


resources. 

In  addition  to  reforming  the 

CORI  system,  Jackson  recom¬ 
mended  a  chctnge  of  employer 
culture,  and  pressed  the  city  to 
use  its  leverage  to  negotiate  for 
local  jobs  beyond  land  and  devel¬ 
opment. 

On  the  issue  of  public  safety, 
Tomas  Gonzalez  drew  insights 
from  his  roles  as  a  parent,  hom¬ 
eowner  and  coach.  Gonzalez, 
a  former  Latino  Liaison  in  city 
hall,  considered  youth  violence 
a  public  health  issue  that  affects 
all  residents  of  Boston.  "Sending 
offenders  to  jail  is  not  enough  - 
we  need  to  strengthen  rehab  and 
skills  training  [programs],"  Gon¬ 
zalez  added. 

Andrew  Kenneally,  a  for¬ 
mer  sheet  metal  worker  and  city 
cotmcil  aide,  also  stated  that  his 
lifelong  commitment  to  Boston 
and  political  experience  are  an 
asset  to  the  council.  Relahng  to 
his  conflict  resolution  experi¬ 
ence  in  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland, 
Kenneally  spoke  to  the  political 
differences  in  city  hall  and  the 
fractioned  urban  youth  culture. 

Kenneally  advocated  a  more 
strategic  use  of  sports,  business 
and  education  initiatives  to  pre¬ 
vent  youth  violence.  "As  a  peace 
monitor  in  Northern  Ireland. . . 
[strategic  initiatives]  make  peo¬ 
ple  realize  their  common  inter¬ 
est,"  he  said.  "We  either  will  pay 
now,  or  pay  later." 

Doug  ^nnett,  a  former  Nan¬ 
tucket  selectman,  said  he  had 
spoken  to  100,000  people  since 
he  began  his  campaign.  "1  feel 
their  pain,"  he  said.  Bennett  also 
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Comic 


ah-Lin! 

by  Lillian  Chan 


Anyone  else  see  the  "Fight 
on  SF  Muni  Bus"  Youtube 
video?  After  ah-Sum  was 
punched  in  the  face,  she 
beat  back  her  attacker. 


Honestly,  I  was  rooting 
for  ah-Sum  "cuz  it's 
quite  unusual  to  see  a 
Chinese  woman  stand 
up  for  herself. 


A 


On  a  side  note,  if  you're 
going  to  be  so  bold  as  to 
throw  out  the  first 
punch,  shouldn't 
you  not  get 
pummeled?^ 

Idiot. 


10-19-09 


for  more,  checkout  www.linianchan.com 


Announcements 


CHINATOWN 
Chinatown  Storefront  Library 


The  Library  offers  story 
hours,  author  workshops,  nature 
programs,  and  more. 

Address:  640  Washington 
Street,  (between  Essex  and  Beach 
Streets),  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Regular  Hours  starting 
Thursday  October  15,  through 
December  2009: 

Tuesday  -  Friday  8:00-10:00 
a.m.  and  4:00-7:00  p.m. 

Saturday  10:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
More  information  and  schedule 
of  events:  www.storefrontlibrary. 
org  or  call  (617)  275-8117. 

Chinatowns  Trust  Fund  seeks 
new  proposals 

The  Chinatown  Trust  Fund 
Committee  will  release  a  Request 
for  Proposals  on  October  9, 2009, 
for  consideration  at  the  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  2009  meeting. 

For  funding  guidelines,  and 
information  regarding  the  ap¬ 
plication  process,  please  send  an 
email  request  to  chinatowntrust® 
gmail.com. 

Funding  is  limited  to  one 
grant  in  a  12-month  period.  Final 
reports  can  be  submitted  with 
incoming  applications  from  2008 
grantees.  2009  grantees  are  not 
eligible  to  apply. 

The  deadline  is  5  pm  on  No¬ 
vember  6,  2009.  Please  submit 
one  original  and  one  copy,  to: 

William  Moy,  Chair 

Chinatown  Trust  Fund  Com¬ 
mittee 

c/o  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  MA  02201 

KKCS  annual  gala 

The  Kwong  Kow  Chinese 
School  (KKCS)  will  host  their 
annual  fundraising  gala  and  auc¬ 
tion  at  Empire  Gardens  in  Chi¬ 
natown  on  December  12th.  The 
evening  will  include  cocktails, 
dinner,  student  performances 
and  awards.  There  will  also  be 
a  silent  auction  of  sports  memo¬ 
rabilia,  fine  dining  cmd  urrique 
experiences. 

For  more  information  and  to 
purchase  tickets,  please  contact 
kara  Crowley  at  (617)  488- 
2i^61  and  kcrowley®regancomm. 
com  or  Betty  Liang  at  (617)  426e 
o716. 


BOSTON 

AARW30th 
anniversary  celebration 

The  Asian  American  Re¬ 
sources  Workshop  (AARW)  will 
celebrate  its  30th  anniversary  at 
Chau  Chow  City  (83  Essex  Street) 
in  Chinatown  on  Saturday,  Oc¬ 
tober  24, 2009.  Reception  and 
silent  auction  starts  at  6:30pm,; 
dinner,  awards  and  performance 
at  7:30pm.  For  online  ticket  pur¬ 
chases,  visit  www.aarw.org/ 
banquet2009 

AsianBoston  Networking  Event 

AsianBoston  Networking 
Event  ABNE  (formerly  Asian¬ 
Boston  Salon)  is  holding  its  3rd 
ABNE  on  Monday,  October  26th, 
6-9pm  at  Hei  La  Moon,  88  Beach 
St,  Chinatown,  Boston.  Kairos 
Shen  of  the  Boston  Redevelop¬ 
ment  Authority  will  be  the  guest 
speaker. 

Please  RSVP  by  Saturday,  Oct 
24th,  in  order  for  us  to  make 
proper  arrangements.  RSVP  to 
asianbostonmagazine@gmail. 
com. 

Immigration  Law  Trainings 

The  Massachusetts  Immi¬ 
grant  and  Refugee  Advocacy 
Coalition  (MIRA)  is  pleased 
to  offer  two  workshops:  "The 
ABCs  of  Immigration,"  and 
"Health  and  Benefits:  State  and 
Federal  Eligibility." 

"The  ABCs  of  Immigra¬ 
tion"  training  consists  of  an 
overview  of  the  basic  concepts 
of  US  immigration  law  and 
policy  that  gives  participants 
an  understanding  of  different 
immigration  statuses  and  of  the 
ways  people  come  to  the  United 
States. 

"The  Health  and  Benefits: 
State  and  Federal  Eligibility" 
training  focuses  on  immigrants' 
eligibility  for  state  and  federal 
programs  based  on  their  im¬ 
migration  status.  The  workshop 
covers  the  new  changes  to  im¬ 
migrants'  eligibility  for  state 
health  care,  based  on  the  new 
state  health  plan. 

Where:  The  Boston  Foun¬ 
dation,  South  Boston  Room, 

75  Arlington  Street,  10th  floor, 
Boston,  MA  02116 

When:  Wednesday,  Octo¬ 
ber  28,  1:00  -  4:00  p.m. 

Registration: 

ssekhavat@miracoalition.org 
E-mail  to  register  by  noon, 
Monday,  October  26. 

SOUTH  SHORE 

Kidney  disease  info  session 
Join  the  Nahonal  Kidney 


Foundation  for  a  free  educational 
program  about  CKD-  Chronic 
Kidney  Disease  on  Thursday, 
October  29  at  10:00  a.m.  at  the 
Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  40 
Washington  St.,  Quincy. 

Participants  will  learn  how 
kidneys  function;  what  are  the 
symptoms,  risk  factors  and  com¬ 
plications  of  Chronic  Kidney 
Disease;  plus  treatment  options 
and  coping  strategies  if  you  have 
CKD. 

The  program  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  in  English  with  Cantonese 
interpretation.  All  are  welcome 
to  attend. 

For  more  information,  call 
617-376-1301  or  visit  thomas- 
cranelibrary.org. 


TaiChi 

Tai  Chi  Tuesdays  through 
Oct.  27. 10  to  11  a.m..  Wellness 
Community-Massachusetts 
South  Shore,  273  Hanover  St., 
Hanover.  Integrate  mind,  body 
and  spirit  through  breathing, 
exercise,  posture  and  meditation. 
Drop-ins  are  welcome.  For  more 
information  and  reservations 
call  781-829-4823  or  visit  www. 
thewellnesscommunitymass.org. 

Bridgewater  State  College 
Chinese  music  concert.  7:30  to 
9:30  p.m.,  Horace  Mann  Audito¬ 
rium,  Boyden  Hall,  131  Summer 
St.,  Bridgewater.  The  concert  is  to 
commemorate  tenth  anniversary 
of  Asian  Studies  Program.  Free 
and  open  to  the  public. 
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Bids  &  Bk-^ssf^ms 

Early  Edtrcolion  and  Care  Center 

Is  Accepting  Pre-Enrollments  NOW 
for  our  2009  Openingl 

WE  OFFER: 


*  Childcare  for  Infants,  Toddlers,  and  Pre-School 

*  Mandarin  Immersion  Learning  Environment 

*  Reggio  Emilia  Teaching  Philosophy  -e.  ^ 

*  Professionally  Licensed  and  Experienced  Teachers 

*  Brand-new  Facilities  C:  • 


FOR  MORE  INFO,  PLEASE  CONTACT 
Phone;  (617)426-9492x216  Email;  budsandblossoms@aaca-boston.org 
Address:  87  Tyler  Street,  Boston  Chinatown,  MA  021 1 1 


Tufts  Neighborhood  Service  Fund  (TNSF) 
Request  for  Proposals 

The  Tufts  NeighborhocxJ  Service  Fund  is  soliciting  requests  for  financial 
support.  Charitable,  tax-exempt,  community-based  organizations  located  in 
Boston  s  Chinatown  or  serving  Chinatown  residents  are  eligible  to  apply.  An 
eligible  organization  must  be  able  to  demonstrate  that  members  of  the  Tufts 
University  community  are  involved  with  the  organization  as  volunteers. 
Interested  parties  should  contact  Community  Relations  at  (617)  627-3780  or 
visit  httD://ur.tufts.edu/communitv/  for  an  application.  Applications  are  due  on 
November  16,  2009.  Awards  will  be  announced  before  the  New  Year. 


October  23,  2009 


SAMPAN 


Page  3 


Chinatown  News 


FROM  PAGE  1  VOTING 

pointed  to  his  role  as  a  bail 
administrator  at  the  Suf¬ 
folk  County  Court.  "1  know 
how  to  treat  people  fairly," 
said  Bennett,  who  believes 
ex-convicts  should  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  work  and  own  a 
home. 

As  the  recession  contin¬ 
ues  to  push  state  govern¬ 
ment  to  tighten  its  budget, 
the  next  city  coimcil  will 
inherit  tremendous  fiscal 
challenges.  Bennett  singled 
out  the  elimination  of 
public  school  busing  as  a 
solution. 

Felix  Arroyo,  Jr.,  a 
Boston  native  who  also 
attended  UMass-Boston, 
suggested  a  more  nuanced 
approach  to  diversify  the 
city's  pool  of  revenue.  To 
relieve  the  tax  burden  on 
local  entrepreneurs  and 
homeowners,  Arroyo  rec¬ 
ommended  harnessing 
the  resources  of  the  city's 
hospitals  and  universities. 
"We  also  need  to  look  into 
businesses  which  operate 
on  state  land  but  are  within 
the  city's  vicinity,  such  as 
restaurants  inside  Logan 
Airport,"  he  added. 

Arroyo,  a  former  city 
council  aide  and  labor  or¬ 
ganizer,  also  acknowledged 
the  rising  costs  that  cripple 
the  city's  budget.  Health 
care  costs  doubled  in  his 
career  in  the  case  of  city 
employees,  he  pointed  out. 

On  the  matter  of  fiscal 


responsibility  as  a  whole, 
Arroyo  implored  voters  to 
keep  the  legislative  body 
accountable  on  such  tough 
issues.  "The  city  council 
is  only  as  strong  as  the 
people  who  you  elect,"  he 
said. 

Ayanna  Pressley,  a 
former  political  director 
for  Senator  John  Kerry, 
aspired  to  carry  her  politi¬ 
cal  skills  and  strong  sense 
of  public  collaboration  to 
the  local  advocacy  level.  "1 
want  to  fight  with  you  and 
for  you. .  .1  want  the  city 
council  to  be  a  public  part¬ 
nership,"  she  said. 

Pressley  was  brought 
up  in  a  single-parent 
home,  often  dealing  with 
heavy  responsibilities  and 
her  father's  incarceration. 
She  believes  these  per¬ 
sonal  experiences  allow 
her  to  speak  frankly  and 
intimately  on  the  issues  of 
crime,  family  unificaHon 
and  social  stigma. 

Pressley,  who  resides 
in  The  Carruth,  a  socio¬ 
economically  diverse  and 
transit-oriented  develop¬ 
ment  built  on  top  of  Ash- 
mont  Station  in  Dorches¬ 
ter,  also  considered  smart 
housing  developments  as 
her  top  priority. 

.Many  Chinese  voters, 
who  heard  the  candidates 
via  simultaneous  inter¬ 
pretation  provided  by  the 
Chinese  Progressive  Asso¬ 
ciation,  were  pleased  about 
the  opportunity  to  learn 
about  each  candidate  and 
new  ideas  for  improving 
the  city. 


Heruy  Yee  of  the  Chi¬ 
natown  Resident  Associa¬ 
tion  wished  the  candidates 
had  spoken  more  on  af¬ 
fordable  housing  as  well  a 
permanent  neighborhood 
library. 

Prior  to  the  forum, 
many  of  the  longtime  resi¬ 
dents  of  Chinatown  recog¬ 
nized  Stephen  Murphy,  the 
longest  serving  councilor 
in  the  field,  and  Felix  Ar¬ 
royo,  whose  father  was  an 
ally  to  the  Chinatown  com¬ 
munity  when  he  was  a  city 
councilor. 

Through  the  vast  ar¬ 
ray  of  voices,  the  forum 
allowed  candidates  to 
demonstrate  their  per¬ 
sonality,  nuanced  policy 
ideas  and  personal  stories. 
In  a  city  election  that  has 
not  seen  such  dynamism 
and  competitiveness  in 
recent  memory,  voters  are 
pressed  with  the  privi¬ 
lege  and  responsibility  to 
choose  the  final  four  to 
fill  the  next  Boston  City 
Council. 

The  final  MassVote 
mayoral  foruin  featuring 
four-term  mayor  Thomas 
Menino  and  challenger  At- 
Large  Councilor  Michael 
Flaherty  will  be  on  Tues¬ 
day  October  27  in  Faneuil 
Hall  at  6:30PM.  Boston's 
election  day  is  Tuesday, 
November  3, 2009.  Polls 
will  be  open  from  7:00  AM 
to  8:00  PM. 

Samuel  Tsoi  is  a  Sampan 
correspondent. 
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South  Cove  Community  Center  wel¬ 
comes  Dr.  John  Yeh 


On  October  13,  2009,  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center  welcomed  John  Yeh, 
MD,  aboard  as  Chief  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  at  Beth  Israel  Deaconess  Medical 
Center.  The  Center  also  celebrated  the  completion  of  its  clinic  at  885  Washington  Street 
on  the  same  day. 

Photo:  Judith  Kurland,  Paul  Levy,  Eugene  Welch  and  Dr.  John  Yeh.  (Courtesy  of 
South  Cove  Community  Center) 


Asian  American  Civic  Association 
nominates  Mai  T.  Du  for  honors 
at  35th  Annual  ABCD  Community  Awards 
Dinner 


Youth  activist  Mai  T. 
Du  will  be  honored  for 
her  contributions  to  the 
community  at  the  Action 
for  Boston  Community 
Development  (ABCD) 
35th  Annual  Commu¬ 
nity  Awards  Dinner  on 
Friday,  October  30  at  the 
Marriot  Boston  Copley 
Place.  The  dinner  cel¬ 
ebrates  the  voluntary'  ef¬ 
forts  of  individuals  who 
have  worked  tirelessly  to 
address  and  placate  the 
plight  of  Boston's  under¬ 


privileged  communities 
through  voluntary  lead¬ 
ership  and  service. 

Mai  T.  Du  believes  in 
the  limitless  possibilities 
of  young  people  and  the 
Asian  American  Civic 
Association,  an  ABCD  af¬ 
filiate,  celebrates  her  im¬ 
portant  work  in  instilling 
a  sense  of  hope  and  em¬ 
powerment  in  the  youth 
of  her  community. 

For  eight  years,  Mai 
served  as  Director  of 
Youth  Programs,  Volun¬ 


TCC  meeting  highlights: 
brainstorming,  workforce  develop¬ 
ment,  church  expansion 


The  next  TCC  meeting  is  scheduled  on  November  20,  2009.  (Photo  by  Samuel  Tsoi) 


By  Samuel  Tsoi 

Ideas  aboxmd  inside 
the  new  Chinatown  Store¬ 
front  Library  during  a 
brainstorming  session  at 
the  Chinatown  Coalition 
(TCC)  monthly  meeting  on 
October  8. 

In  small  groups,  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  vari¬ 
ous  Chinatown  agencies, 
city  departments  and 
social  service  providers 
discussed  problems  they 
face  at  work,  and  how 
TCC  may  offer  resources 
in  overcoming  those  chal¬ 
lenges. 

"There  are  many 
stalled  housing  develop¬ 
ments  [in  Chinatown]," 
said  Dennis  Lui  of  the 
Chinese  Economic  Devel¬ 
opment  Council,  pointing 
to  the  effects  of  the  down 
economy. 

Notwithstanding  all 
the  bad  economic  news, 
the  gospel  of  this  recession 
is  government  grants.  "We 
need  to  identify  funding 
opportunities. .  .be  aware 
of  grants  from  stimulus 
projects,"  said  Elaine  Ng 
of  the  Boston  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Center 
(BCNC). 

Representatives  from 
BCNC,  Chinese  Progres¬ 


sive  Association  and  Asian 
American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion  (AACA)  also  stressed 
the  importance  of  having  a 
collective  voice  in  advocat¬ 
ing  for  long-awaited  devel¬ 
opment  projects,  such  as  a 
permanent  library. 

Despite  the  high  im- 
employment  rates,  social 
service  providers  have 
trouble  locating  the  right 
candidates  to  fill  their  open 
positions.  The  Golden 
Age  Center  described  the 
difficulty  in  recruiting  cul¬ 
turally  sensitive  and  lin¬ 
guistically  competent  staff, 
which  is  critical  in  serving 
the  elderly. 

Representatives  from 
the  AACA  said  they  find  it 
a  challenge  to  recruit  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  Boston  resi¬ 
dents.  Several  of  AACA's 
programs  are  grant-funded 
by  the  city  and  thus  re¬ 
quire  the  beneficiaries  be 
local  residents.  This  issue 
of  residency  highlights  the 
crucial  role  Chinatown 
plays  in  improving  the  im¬ 
migrant  experience;  many 
Chinese-speaking  immi¬ 
grants  from  the  suburbs 
travel  to  Chinatown  to 
seek  social  services. 

Realizing  the  steady 
need  of  immigrants, 

AACA  and  BCNC  said 


they,  as  well  as  other 
service  providers,  should 
collaborate  among  them¬ 
selves  to  effectively  share 
the  available  resources. 
This  collaboration  will 
ensure  that  that  the  agen¬ 
cies  in  Chinatown  are  not 
competing  for  the  same 
fimds,  and  that  they  can 
share  best  practices  and 
platforms. 

Richard  Goldberg, 
Director  of  Education  at 
AACA,  introduced  a  one- 
page  pathway  chart  that 

seeks  to  Kelp  immigrants 
navigate  social  services 
available  in  Chinatown. 
The  chart  includes  infor- 
ination  that  will  guide 
immigrants  to  further  edu¬ 
cation,  citizenship  and  em¬ 
ployment  at  a  mainstream 
English-speaking  job. 

Speaking  of  economic 
development,  many  com¬ 
munity  organizers  across 
the  nation's  cities  are  eager 
to  plug  low-income  and 
immigrant  workers  into 
"green  jobs."  This  includes 
work  such  as  weatherizing 
aging  or  inefficient  build¬ 
ings,  installing  energy¬ 
saving  systems  in  homes 
and  offices  and  building 
alternative  energy  equip- 

CONTINUED  PAGE  4 


teer  Resources  and  Inter¬ 
national  Social  Services 
for  the  American  Red 
Cross  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  instrumental  to 
the  chapter's  local,  na¬ 
tional,  and  international 
responses  to  large-scale 
disasters.  Following  the 
tragedy  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  she  helped 
hundreds  of  displaced 
victims  relocate  to  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  successfully 
led  the  Give  Hope  Now 
Initiative  recruiting  and 
training  more  than  1,200 
new  disaster-response 
volunteers.  During  her 
service,  she  engaged 
countless  youth  in  the 
humanitarian  mission  of 
the  Red  Cross  and  was 
named  their  National 
Youth  Director  of  the 
Month  in  October  2007. 

In  2009,  Mai  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  American  Red 


Cross  National  Youth 
Council. 

Mai  has  also  been  ac¬ 
tive  with  the  AACA.  She 
has  been  influential  in 
expanding  the  agency's 
services  to  young  people, 
helping  to  secure  a  grant 
from  Tufts  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  to  establish  a  new  pro¬ 
gram  focused  on  youth 
development. 

"Mai  was  adamant 
that  we  needed  to  do 
more  to  help  the  young 
people  in  our  community 
and  personally  took  on 
the  responsibility  to  do 
so,"  says  AACA  Director 
Chau  Ming  Lee.  "She  is 
steadfast  in  her  belief  that 
youth  need  culturally- 
relevant  programs  in 
which  to  build  their  lead¬ 
ership  skills  and  gain  the 
motivation  and  ability  to 
advocate  for  themselves." 

Mai  holds  the  dis¬ 


tinction  of  being  one  of 
the  few  certified,  female, 
kung  fu  and  tai  chi  in¬ 
structors  in  the  U.S.  She 
is  a  Board  member  of  the 
Malden  YMCA,  serving 
as  the  U.S.  delegate  to 
the  2007  YWCA  World 
Council  in  Kenya,  is  a  co¬ 
founder  of  Youth  A.C.T., 
and  served  on  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Action  Plarming 
Team  for  Youth. 


To  submit  an 
event  listing;; 
please  email  « 
news@sam-  > 
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merit. 

Sunny  Schwartz, 
AACA's  Deputy  Director, 
later  presented  recruit¬ 
ment  information  on  their 
many  workforce  develop¬ 
ment  programs,  including 
the  Building  Energy  Ef¬ 
ficient  Maintenance  Skills 
(BEEMS)  course.  Schwartz 
also  explained  the  current 
timeline  and  availability 
of  the  numerous.  Federal 
Stimulus  funds  for  work¬ 
force  training,  especially  in 
the  sustainability  industry. 

Advocating  for  job 
access  in  that  growing 
sector  is  an  effort  TCC 
members  would  like  to 
collaborate  on.  As  the  ses¬ 
sion  wrapped  up,  a  con¬ 
sensus  of  having  a  more 
robust  and  collaborative 
effort  emerged.  Many  in 
the  coalition  are  already 
encouraged  by  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  attending  each 
other's  events,  being  more 
strategic  and  intentional  in 


communicating  and  shar¬ 
ing  space  for  meetings. 

Steven  Chin,  senior 
pastor  of  the  Boston  Chi¬ 
nese  Evangelical  Church 
(BCEQ,  presented  the 
church's  latest  phase  of 
physical  expansion  on 
Parcel  A.  The  parcel  by 
Marginal  Road  and  Wash¬ 
ington  Street  has  been  a 
vacant  lot  for  many  years, 
and  it  is  currently  the 
temporary  site  of  the  Jo- 
siah  Quincy  Upper  School 
(JQUS)  and  adjacent  bas¬ 
ketball  courts. 

Chin,  who  has  worked 
for  the  church  for  three  of 
its  almost  five  decade  his¬ 
tory,  has  seen  it  grow  from 
a  few  dozen  to  a  thousand 
regular  worshippers.  The 
early  days  of  the  church 
included  gatherings  at  the 
Pine  Street  Inn,  and  an 
eventual  capital  campaign 
in  the  1970s  during  hard 
economic  times  which  led 
to  the  present  building  on 
Harrison  Avenue. 

Currently,  BCEC  func¬ 
tions  in  the  200-plus  capac¬ 
ity  building  in  Chinatown 
and  the  larger  Newton 
campus,  with  multiple 


congregations  gathering  in 
Mandarin,  Cantonese  and 
English  every  Sunday  - 
overflowing  to  the  Quincy 
Elementary  School  audito¬ 
rium.  Gatherings  for  youth 
and  adults,  an  after-school 
program,  summer  camps 
and  ESOL  and  citizenship 
classes  also  occur  through¬ 
out  the  week. 

With  the  support  of 
over  a  dozen  of  commu¬ 
nity  organizations,  BCEC 
has  recently  extended  the 
tentative  agreement  with 
the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  to  swap  the  cur¬ 
rent  trapezoid-shaped  site 
on  one  end  of  Pine  Street, 
to  an  equal-size  rectangular 
plot  by  Washington  Street. 

The  proposal,  which 
began  in  1996,  would  al¬ 
low  BCEC  to  build  on  the 
12,000  square-foot  lot  while 
still  using  the  existing 
space  during  construction. 
The  city  will  then  reclaim 
the  plot  after  the  old  church 
building  is  demolished  by 
BCEC.  A  potentially  new 
Parcel  A  is  envisioned  by 
BCEC  and  others  to  be  ide¬ 
al  for  affordable  housing 
developments  similar  to 


Oak  Terrace,  with  a  central 
courtyard  and  street-level 
common  space. 

Last  spring,  members 
of  the  church  pledged  $8.4 
million  for  the  expansion 
project  over  the  next  three 
years.  The  estimated  cost 
of  a  four-story  building  is 
$18  million. 

"We  are  blessed  by 
God  [for  BCEC's  ministries 
and  the  faith  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  in  expansion]"  said 
Chin,  who  also  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  further  steps 
depend  on  the  fluctuation 
of  construction  costs,  the 
development  of  JQUS  and 
the  church's  ongoing  capi¬ 
tal  stewardship  campaign. 
Meanwhile,  many  com¬ 
munity  stakeholders  are 
eager  to  see  the  JQUS  and 
BCEC  developments  move 
forward. 

The  next  TCC  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Thursday, 
November  12th,  9:30  AM 
at  the  BCNC  4th  Floor 
Conference  Room. 

Samuel  Tsoi  is  a  Sampan 
correspondent. 


Boston’s  Asian  Sisters  aspire  for 
excellence 


Boston  News 


Approximately  150  Asian  American  women  attended  the  confer¬ 
ence  on  October  3.  (Photo  courtesy  of  ASPIRE) 


ASPIRE  (Asian  Sisters 
Participating  In  Reaching 
Excellence)  held  its  5th 
annual  Asian  American 
Women  In  Leadership 
(AAWIL)  Conference  on 
October  3,  2009,  which 
was  the  largest  gather¬ 
ing  of  Asian  American 
females  in  the  Boston  and 
Greater  Boston  area.  This 
year,  approximately  150 
Asian  American  women 
attended  the  conference, 
comprised  of  high  school 
students  (Brookline,  Brigh¬ 
ton,  Andover,  etc.),  college 
students  (Wellesley,  Boston 
University,  Stonehill,  etc.), 
and  working  professionals. 

The  Asian  American 


community  faces  stereo¬ 
typing  as  a  "model  mi¬ 
nority"  -  an  ethnic  group 
that  has  already  achieved 
success  and  needs  little 
support.  As  a  result  of  this 
status,  Asian  American 
girls  and  young  women 
often  lack  mentors  and 
public  role  models.  Asian 
American  females  aged 
15-24  have  the  highest  rate 
of  suicide  rate  amongst 
Whites,  Blacks,  and  His- 
panics.  Furthermore,  due 
to  cultural  and  societal 
pressures,  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  girls  frequently  get 
pigeonholed  into  tradi¬ 
tional  careers  before  they 
can  explore  all  the  options 


open  to  them. 
The  5th  Annual 
AAWIL  Confer¬ 
ence  was  cre¬ 
ated  by  ASPIRE 
to  try  to  ad¬ 
dress  these  and 
other  issues. 

This  year's 
conference 
theme  was 
"Fearless  Lead¬ 
ership:  Leading 
with  Confi¬ 
dence."  The 
intention  was  to 
encourage  girls 

to  overcome  challenges 
and  embrace  new  experi¬ 
ences  in  order  to  gain 
confidence  and  reach  ex¬ 
cellence.  In  order  for  one  to 
lead,  they  must  build  the 
experience.  At  this  year's 
event,  speakers  from  a 
variety  of  industries  spoke 
about  the  importance  of 
taking  fearless  leaps  to 
achieve  success. 

Speakers  included 
Carmen  Van  Kerckhove, 
Founder  and  President  of 
New  Demographic;  Rosie 
Abriam,  President/ CEO  of 
The  Center  Asian  Pacific 
American  Women;  Saman¬ 
tha  Shih,  CEO  of  9Tailors; 
Lillian  Chan,  Senior  De¬ 


signer  of  Mimoco  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Speakers  shared  their 
journeys  in  overcoming 
both  societal  and  cultural 
pressures  in  order  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  One  attendee  said,  "I 
applaud  ASPIRE's  efforts 
to  feature  entrepreneurs 
and  non-traditional  career 
paths.  It  was  amazing.  I 
left  feeling  inspired,  em¬ 
powered  and  encouraged!" 
This  event  was  a  huge  suc¬ 
cess,  leaving  a  mark  in  the 
hearts  and  mind  of  Asian 
American  female  attendees 
Asian  Sisters  Par¬ 
ticipating  in  Reaching 
Excellence  (ASPIRE)  is  a 
Boston-based  non-profit 
organization  dedicated 
to  career  and  leadership 
development  for  Asian 
American  (AA)  high 
school  and  college  girls. 

In  2001,  ASPIRE  was 
founded  by  a  group  of  AA 
professional  women  with 
the  mission  to  empower 
AA  girls,  many  from  low- 
income,  challenging  socio¬ 
economic  backgrounds, 
to  become  more  confident 
contributors  to  their  com¬ 
munities  through  shared 
experiences  and  a  strong 
mentor  support  system. 


Immigrant  parent  receives  local  hero  award 


Bc*b  Galler\'.  Massachusetts  President,  Bank  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  Chiwan  Clrow.  (Photo  by  Don  West) 


On  October  15,  Chi¬ 
wan  (Wendy)  Chow  (^ 
received  the  Local 
Hero  Award  by  Bank  of 
America  for  her  tireless 
efforts  in  advocating  for 
children  with  disabilities 
and  organizing  immigrant 
parents  to  get  active  in 
Boston  public  schools. 

Chow  immigrated  to 
the  US  from  Myanmar  in 
1991.  She  had  no  formal 
schooling  and  cannot 
read  or  write.  Her  two 
youngest  children  were 
bom  with  hearing  defects 
and  attended  the  Boston 
Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Center,  Inc.  (BCNQ  child¬ 
care  center.  BCNC  staff 


directed  her  to  resources  to 
support  her  children  with 
special  needs.  Because  she 
understands  how  isolating 
it  is  for  immigrants  who 
may  not  be  able  to  commu¬ 
nicate  well,  she  made  it  a 
mission  to  help  immigrant 
parents  with  children  with 
disabilities  access  services 
and  advocate  for  their 
rights. 

"..  1  want  to  share  with 
all  the  parents:  speak  up 
for  your  children.  1  hope 
that  Chinese  parents  are 
never  ashamed  of  their 
children's  disabilities, 
get  help  and  get  active  to 
fight  for  your  rights"  said 
Chow. 


A  sales  representative  is  needed  for  an  space 
for  Personal  assistant  and  bookeeper  in  our 
company,  for  more  information  contact  me 
on  how  ard.appliances(fl  2mail.com. 


Free  good  home,  2  English  Bulldog  for 
adoption.  They  are  vet  checked 
and  also  friendly.  If  interested  contact  me 
on  mpfamilvl01(fl:2mail.com 


FREE  2  YORKIE  PUPPIES  NEED  NEW 
HOME.  CONTACT 

richrdw'avne45(tf/2mail.coni  FOR  MORE 
INFORMATION. 


ENGLISH  BULLDOGS  FOR  SALE  AT 
$600  .  AKC  REG,  THEY  ARE  RAISED  IN 
A  BEAUTIFUL  ENVIRONMENT,  THEY 
HAVE  FULL  BLOODLINE,  THEY  ARE 
CURRENT  ON  THEIR  SHOTS  AND 
VACCINATIONS  AND  THEIR  HEALTH 
CONDITION  IS  PERFECT . 

Email  me  at  anthonvpistone88(a;2mail.com 
if  interested 


BHCC 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College 


www.bhcc.inass.edu 


Associate  Dean 

Nurse  Educatk>n  &  Health  Professions 

Learning  Specialist 

Center  for  Self-Directed  Learning 

Campus  Police  Officer  I 

Public  Safety 

Please  visit  our  website  at  vvww.bhcc.mass.edu  to  access  the 
full  position  description  and  application  procedure.  Go  to  the 
Community  &  Visitors  tab  on  the  homepage  and  select 
Human  Resources. 

A  Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an 

i?  Bunker  Hill  AfUmtative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 

li]|i  Community  College  Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  persons 

witii  disabilities  and  o^ers  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply. 


imagine  the  possibilities 


AFFORDABIE  H0USIN6  OPPORTUNITY 


Olmsted  Green  West  II 

American  Legion  Highway 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 


#  of  Units 


Type 

Kents  Start  At 

2BR 

$1,154 

3BR 

$1327 

♦Maximum  Income  Limits  by  Household  Size 


Household  .Size 

69% 

1 

$37,860 

2 

$43,320 

3 

$48,720 

4 

$54,120 

5 

$58,440 

6 

$62,760 

Applications  must  be  picked  up  in  person  from  Winn  Residential 
193  Talbot  Avenue.  Dorchester,  MA  02 1 24 
Weekdays  October  26  -  October  30  &  November  02,  9  a.m.  -4p.m. 
Evening  hours  Tuesday  October  27  &  Thursday  October  29,  6  p.m.  -  8  p.m. 
Saturday  October  31,  10  a.m.  -  I  p.m. 

Deadline  for  completed  applications  at  the  above  address  is  November  12: 
In  person  by  4pm  or  mailed  and  postmarked  by  Chat  day. 

There  will  be  an  informational  meeting  at  the  above  address  on 
October  29,  from  6:00  pm  -7:00  pm 

Reasonable  accommodations  made. 

SELECTION  BY  LOTTERY 
Use  and  Occupancy  Restrictions  Apply 
Households  needing  accessible  units  have  preference  for  3  units. 
Preference  for  Household  with  at  least  one  person  per  bedroom 

For  more  information  call 
Winn  Residential  (617)  288-8330 

Voucher  Holders  welcome 
-Rems  at  Payment  Standard. 

Erfiud  Housing  Opportunity 
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The  Asian  Task  Force  Against  Domestic  Violence 
holds  Silk  Road  gala  benefit 


COLONIAL  VILLAGE  APARTMENTS 


£S  RIVER 

»  LANDING 


Affordable  Housing  Lottery 


888.285.6558 

300  2nd  Avenue  (  Needham  AIA  02494* 
CRLanding.com 


Celebrity  chef  Ming  Tsai  passes  mint  tzatziki  and  a  shrimp  dumpling  to  Mayor  Thomas  Menino  at  the  Asian  Task 
Force  Against  Domestic  Violence's  annual  benefit.  (Photo  by  Rebecca  Chang) 


The  Asian  Task  Force 
Against  Domestic  Violence 
(ATASK)  held  its  16th  an¬ 
nual  benefit,  the  Silk  Road 
Gala,  on  October  19th  at 
the  Mandarin  Oriental 
Hotel.  Nearly  500  generous 
donors  and  local  leaders 
gathered  to  support  the  or¬ 
ganization,  one  of  the  few 
multilingual  shelters  tar¬ 
geting  Asian  immigrants 
in  the  country. 

The  gala  centrally 
featured  a  host  of  celebrity 
chefs,  including  Ming  Tsai 
of  Blue  Ginger,  Ting  San 


of  Oishii,  and  Ken  Oringer 
of  Clio.  Beyond  revenues 
from  the  star-studded  culi¬ 
nary  event,  fimds  were  to 
be  raised  from  silent  and 
live  auctions  through  the 
evening.  Donated  items 
soheited  by  Yong-Hua 
He  -  ATASK  steering 
committee  member  and 
volvmteer  for  the  past  3 
years  -  included  highly 
valued  sports  memorabilia 
signed  by  A.J.  Pujols  and 
J.D.  Drew,  and  a  year  of 
dinners  at  the  restaurants 
of  the  guest  chefs.  Bidding 


activity  bustled  beneath 
a  cascade  of  thousands  of 
origami  cranes,  conceived 
by  Meichi  Peng  Design  as 
a  symbol  signifying  the 
organization's  central  mis¬ 
sion. 

ATASK  is  a  unique 
organization  which 
reaches  over  300  families 
a  year.  The  group  has 
built  from  its  original  core 
establishment  of  dh  emer¬ 
gency  shelter  over  15  years 
ago,  to  a  wide  swatch  of 
programs,  including  a 
24-hour  emergency  hot¬ 


line,  community  outreach 
programs,  and  a  legal 
advocacy  program.  Stu¬ 
dents  throughout  Boston's 
high  schools  and  colleges 
were  brought  into  the  gala 
through  ATASK's  on¬ 
going  youth  program,  in  a 
continuing  effort  to  deepen 
youth  community  ties  and 
broaden  awareness. 

Rebecca  'is  a  Sampan  cor¬ 
respondent. 


which  Mayor  Menino  cre¬ 
ated  in  1998  to  ensure  that 
new  immigrants  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  civic,  economic, 
social  and  cultural  life  of 
Boston.  ONB  has  been 
nationally  recognized  as 
a  model  in  assisting  new¬ 
comers  to  overcome  barri¬ 
ers  and  challenges.  Every 
year  the  office  helps  over 
1,000  new  residents  attend 
an  English  class,  open  a 
nev\’  business,  receive  free 
immigration  advice  from 
volunttvr  lawyers,  find  a 


88  NEW  AFFORDABLE  APARTMENTS 


Ma 


For  lottery  information  and  applications  go  to 
www.s-e-b.com/lottery  or  call  617,7826900  and  leave  a  message. 
Applications  and  information  also  available  at  Needham  Public 
Library  and  the  Towm  Managers  Office  in  Needham  Town  Hall. 


Cellist  Yo-Yo 
ship  award 


On  October  6,  Mayor 
Thomas  Menino  presented 
renowmed  cellist  Yo-Yo  Ma 
with  the  "We  Are  Boston 
Leadership  Award"  at  the 
4th  annual  awards  gala. 
The  award  recognizes  con¬ 
tributions  to  Boston  immi¬ 
grant  community. 

Past  winners  were  the 
late  Senator  Edward  M. 
Kennedy,  former  (.  eltic  Bill 
Russell,' and  Red  Sox  slug¬ 
ger  David  Ortiz.  The  Gala 
is  organized  by  the  Office 
of  New  Bostonians  (ONB), 


receives  Boston  leader 


Become  an  FBI  Special  Agent. 

We  are  currently  seeking  Special  Agent  candidates  in  the 
following  critical  skill  areas:  Intelligence  experience 
■  Computer  Science  or  IT  •  Engineering  •  Physical  Science 
•  Accounting/Rnance  •  Law  •  Law  Enforcement  or  other 
Investigative  experience  •  Military  experience  •  or  Foreign 
Language  (Chinese  -  all  dialects,  Korean,  Urdu,  Indonesian, 
Punjabi,  Tamil,  Pashto,  and  Hindi)  •  and  many  other 
disciplines. 


To  qualify  for  the  position  of  FBI  Special  Agent,  you  must 
possess  a  four-year  college  degree  plus  three  years  of 
professional  work  experience:  be  available  for  assignment 
anywhere  in  the  FBI’s  Jurisdiction;  be  between  the  ages  of  23 
and  36;  and  be  in  excellent  physical  condition  with  the  ability 
to  pass  a  rigorous  physical  fitness  test. 


Or  join  us  in  one  of  our 
Professional  Staff  positions. 

Our  Professional  Staff  possess  a  myriad  of  specialized 
experience  including  the  collection  and  dissemination  of 
intelligence  information  as  well  as  analyzing  and  deciphering 
communications  in  order  to  keep  our  nation  safe.  Explore  our 
variety  of  opportunities  from  entry  level  to  senior 
management  in  the  following  areas:  •  IT /Computer  Science 

•  Intelligence  •  Engineering  •  Budget/Rnance 

•  Management  •  Human  Resources  •  Trade  &  Maintenance 

•  and  many  more. 


Please  visit  our  Web  site  for  complete  details.  Positions  are 
added  daily. 

Apply  online  today  at:  WWW.FBIjobs.gov 


You  mist  be  a  U.S.  citijen  and  consent  to  a  complete 
background  investigation,  drug  test,  and  polygraph  as  a 
prerequisite  for  employment.  Only  those  candidates 
determined  to  be  best  qualified  will  be  contacted  to  pruceet.: 
in  the  selection  process. 


The  FBI  is  an  equal  opportunity  emptoyer. 


job,  buy  a  home,  or 
assist  in  other  ways. 

Yo-Yo  Ma  was 
bom  in  Paris  to  Chi¬ 
nese  parents  and  had 
a  musical  upbring¬ 
ing.  His  mother, 
Marina  Lu,  was  a 
singer,  and  his  father, 
Hiao-Tsiun  Ma,  was 
a  professor  of  music. 
His  family  moved  to 
New  York  when  he 
was  four  years  old. 

At  a  ver\'  young 
age,  Ma  began  study¬ 


ing  violin,  and  later  viola,  before 
finding  his  true  calling  by  taking 
up  the  cello  in  1960  at  age  four. 
The  child  prodigy  began  per¬ 
forming  before  audiences  at  age 
five,  and  performed  for  Presi¬ 
dent  John  F.  Kennedy  when 
he  was  seven.  At  age  eight,  he 
appeared  on  American  televi¬ 
sion  with  his  sister,  Yeou-Cheng 
Ma,  in  a  concert  conducted  by 
Leonard  Bernstein.  Ma  studied 
at  the  Juilliard  School  of  Music 
with  Leonard  Rose  and  briefly 
attended  Columbia  University 
before  ultimately  enrolling  at 
Elarvard  University. 

Ma  steadily  gained  fame 
and  had  performed  with  most  of 
the  world's  major  orchestras.  Ma 
received  his  bachelor's  degree 
from  Harvard  in  1976.  In  1991, 
he  received  an  honorary  doctor¬ 
ate  from  Harvard. 

Ma  currently  plays  with 
his  own  Silk  Road  Ensemble, 
which  has  the  goal  of  bringing 
together  musicians  from  di¬ 
verse  countries  all  of  which  are 
historically  linked  via  the  Silk 
Road.  In  1997  he  was  featured 
on  John  Williams'  soundtrack  to 
the  Hollywood  film.  Seven  Years 
in  Tibet.  In  2000,  he  was  heard 
on  the  soundtrack  of  Crouching 
Tiger,  Hidden  Dragon.  He  has 
over  75  albums,  15  of  which  are 
Grammy  Award  winners. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Boston 
Mayor's  Office. 


Housing  for  Elderly  1  -2  bedroom  units 
Wall  to  wall  carpet.  Air  Conditioned. 
Emergency  &  Security  Systems.  Utilities  included. 
For  qualified  applicants. 

Moderate  rents  $756-$890 
Market  rents  $940-$1035 
For  application  call  (781)  337-2777 

Financed  by  MA  Housing  Finance  Agency 
Units  available  on  open  occupancy  basis 


IBRs  @  $1, 040/mo  •  2BRs  @  $1, 147/mo 

Rent  does  not  indnde  at^  utilities  except  water  and  sewer. 

Charles  River  Landing  features  350  residences,  88  of  which  will 
be  leased  at  affordable  prices  to  households  with  incomes  below 
80%  of  the  area  median  income.  Units  will  be  ready  for 
occupanc)'  following  the  lottery. 


Maximum  Income  Limits  for  Households 

1  Person  -  $46,300 

3  Person  -  $59,550 

2  Person  -  $52,950 

4  Person  -  $66,150 

PUBUC  INFORMATION  WORKSHOP  will  be  on  Tuesday, 
November  17th  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Needham  Public  Library 
Community  Room. 

Completed  applications  and  required  income  documentation  must 
be  received,  not  postmarked,  by  December  8,  2009, 

The  Lottery  will  be  held  Tuesday,  December  1 5th 
in  the  same  location. 


Page  6 


SAMPAN 


October  23,  2009 


Quincy  News 


Quincy  mayoral  candidates  speak  face-to-face  to 
Asian  American  voters 


Quincy  mayoral  candidates  Tom  Koch  ad  William 
Phelan  argued  attended  the  bilingual  forum  on  October 
19.  (Photo  by  Kaili  Xu) 


Most  of  the  audience  at  the  bilingual  forum  were  Canton¬ 
ese-speaking  Asian  voters.  (Photo  by  Kaili  Xu) 


By  Kaili  Xu 

With  two  weeks  to  go 
before  the  election,  Quincy 
mayoral  candidates  Tom 
Koch  and  William  Phelan 
debated  a  wide  range  of  is¬ 
sues  important  to  the  Asian 
community  at  a  bilingual 
forum  Monday  night. 

About  a  hundred 
people  attended  the  event. 


Health 


which  was  organized  by 
Quincy  Asian  Resources, 
co-sponsored  by  the  lo¬ 
cal  newspaper  Patriot 
Ledger  and  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Boston  Chinese 
Ministry.  All  of  Koch 
and  Phelan's  responses, 
including  their  opening 
and  closing  remarks  as 
well  cis  all  their  answers, 
were  translated  into 


Cantonese  by  two  non¬ 
partisan  interpreters.  The 
English-Cantonese  bilin¬ 
gual  forum  attracted  nu¬ 
merous  Asian  voters  who 
filled  the  seats  of  North 
Quincy  High  School's 
auditorium.  They  were 
cluious  to  hear  what  the 
candidates'  stances  were 
on  issues  that  pertain  to 
the  Asian  community  in 
this  South  Shore  city. 

The  two  candidates, 
incumbent  Mayor  Koch 
and  former  Mayor  Phelan, 
both  started  their  opening 
remarks  with  greetings 
in  Cantonese,  as  most  of 
those  in  the  audience  were 


Cantonese-speaking  Asian 
voters.  The  candidates' 
friendly  greetings  won  a 
round  of  applause  from 
the  audience. 

Both  of  the  candidates 
agreed  that  the  Asian 
community  is  a  valuable 
asset  which  brings  diver¬ 
sity  and  dynamics  to  the 
city  of  Quincy. 

"We  are  a  great  city 
because  of  the  great  diver¬ 
sity  we  have  here  in  Quin¬ 
cy,"  said  Koch.  "If  you 
go  back  to  the  early  part 
of  the  1900s,  one-third  of 
our  population  was  im¬ 
migrants.  It  is  no  different 
today.  About  one-third  of 


our  population  is  immi¬ 
grants." 

"Everybody,  immi¬ 
grant  or  long-time  resi¬ 
dent,  is  interested  in  the 
same  thing,  quality  school, 
safe  streets  and  clean 
city,"  Koch  said. 

Koch  said  as  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Newbury  Av¬ 
enue  in  North  Quincy,  he 
has  come  to  know  many 
wonderful  Asian-Ameri- 
can  neighbors  and  worked 
together  with  many  Asian 
American  business  own¬ 
ers. 

As  a  grandson  of  a 
German  immigrant  who 
opened  a  store  on  Han¬ 
cock  Street  himself,  Koch 
said  all  the  immigrants 
share  "the  same  American 
dream."  They  look  for  a 
better  life,  quality  educa¬ 
tion  and  a  safe  place  to 
live. 

He  also  said  his  ad¬ 
ministration's  efforts  to 
reach  out  to  the  Asian 
community  include 
the  creation  of  the  first 
Mayor's  Asian  American 
Advisory  Committee  in 
Quincy  history.  This  vol¬ 
unteer  group  has  worked 
as  a  communication 
bridge  between  the  city 
hall  and  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity.  The  purpose  of 
this  group  is  to  help  Asian 
residents  express  their 


needs  and  offer  them  ser¬ 
vices,  such  as  educational 
programs,  awareness 
campaigns,  and  volunteer 
referral  services. 

Phelan  said  the  Asian 
community  has  made 
great  strides.  The  commu¬ 
nity  continues  to  grow  in 
importance  and  integrate 
more  readily  into  the  city 
of  Quincy. 

"Our  senior  and 
other  public  housing  is 
integrated  with  the  Asian 
residents,"  Phelan  said. 
"Our  schools  and  after¬ 
school  activities  are  full  of 
the  members  of  the  Asian 
community." 

Phelan  also  told  the 
audience  that  under  my 
administration,  two  new 
neighborhood  centers 
opened  to  provide  servic¬ 
es  to  the  Asian  communi¬ 
ty,  and  his  administration 
was  the  first  in  city  history 
to  call  for  a  language- 
specific  Civil  Service  list 
to  hire  more  Asian  police 
officers. 

Both  Koch  and  Phelan 
gave  a  positive  answer  to 
the  question  at  the  forum 
about  setting  up  a  phone 
line  for  residents  who  do 
not  speak  English  to  ac¬ 
cess  resources  available  at 
the  city  hall. 
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Catching  it  eariy:  cancer  screening  in  women 


By  Katy  Bockstall 

With  cancer  as  the 
number  two  leading  cause 
of  death  in  women  in  the 
United  States,  screening  for 
cancer  becomes  a  responsi¬ 
bility  both  to  ourselves  and 
to  our  loved  ones.  Luckily, 
in  many  cases,  catching  can¬ 
cer  early  can  lead  to  reduced 
mortality  and  morbidity 
associated  with  the  disease. 

In  an  effort  to  catch  abnor¬ 
mal  growths  before  they 
develop  into  tumors  or  to 
catch  tumors  become  they 
become  unmanageable,  dif¬ 
ferent  screening  methods  are 
recommended  for  specific 
types  of  cancer.  It  should 
be  noted,  screening  aims  at 
finding  the  cancer  before 
any  symptoms  have  arisen. 

While  many  types  of 
screening  can  only  be  per¬ 
formed  by  a  doctor,  skin 
cancer  poses  the  unique 
advantage  of  accessible 
viewing  of  the  tumor.  The 
best  way  to  find  skin  can¬ 
cer  early  is  to  become  very 
familiar  with  your  skin  and 
to  specifically  take  note  of 
any  changes.  Moles  in  par¬ 
ticular  should  be  paid  close 
attention.  Using  the  ABCDE 
rule  can  help  to  pinpoint 
the  signs  of  skin  cancer.  A 
is  for  as)  mmetry,  when  a 
mole  divided  in  half  looks 
dirferent  on  either  side.  B  is 
for  border,  when  a  mole  has 
eilges  which  are  bluny  or 
jagged.  C  is  for  color,  when 
moles  change  color,  darken, 
spread  their  color,  or  lose 
color.  Also,  the  appear¬ 


ance  of  multiple  colors 
should  be  noted,  such  as 
blue,  red,  white,  pink, 
purple,  or  gray.  D  is  for 
diameter,  when  moles  are 
larger  than  y\  inch  in  di¬ 
ameter,  or  about  the  size 
of  a  pencil  eraser.  E  is  for 
elevation,  when  a  mole 
is  raised  above  the  skin 
with  an  uneven  surface. 

If  you  notice  any  of  these 
signs,  you  should  talk  to 
you  doctor  right  away. 

Breast  cancer  has  also 
commonly  been  associ¬ 
ated  with  self-screening 
in  the  past.  However, 
breast  self-examinations, 
though  helpful  in  encour¬ 
aging  women  to  quickly 
report  any  unusual 
changes  in  their  breasts 
to  their  doctor,  also  have 
considerable  pitfalls. 
Studies  have  shown 
breast  self-exams  to  be 
ineffective  in  reducing 
breast  cancer  mortality, 
and  rather  often  result  in 
increased  breast  biopsies 
due  to  false-positives. 
Most  national  groups 
no  longer  recommend 
self-exanas  due  to  the 
increased  anxiety  and 
additional  costs  and  mor¬ 
bidity. 

All  groups,  however, 
recommend  screening 
mammography  for 
women  ages  40  and 
older.  Screening  mam¬ 
mography  reduces  breast 
cancer  mortality  by  about 
20-T5%  in  women  ages 
50  to  69,  and  slightly  less 
in  women  ages  40  to  49. 


Women  older  than  70  are 
still  advised  to  undergo 
screening,  though  life  ex¬ 
pectancy  and  health  status 
should  be  considered  in 
decisions  regarding  con¬ 
tinued  screening.  MRI  and 
ultrasoxmd  are  being  stud¬ 
ied  for  screening  women 
at  higher  risk,  however 
are  not  recommended  for 
screening  for  the  general 
population.  High  risk  pa¬ 
tients  include  those  with  a 
history  of  breast  cancer  in 
the  family,  or  those  known 
to  have  BRCAl  or  BRCA2 
mutations.  Generally, 
physicians  should  perform 
a  clinical  breast  exam— 
checking  for  lumps  —  once 
ever  3  years  until  the  age 
of  40.  After  40,  women 
should  have  a  mammo¬ 
gram  every  1  to  2  years. 
High  risk  patients  for 
breast  cancer  over  the  age 
of  40  may  consider  having 
mammograms  more  often 
or  exploring  MRI.  MRI 
can  identify  cancer  that 
was  not  seen  in  mammog¬ 
raphy  in  4%  of  high  risk 
individuals. 

Colon  cancer  of¬ 
ten  presents  without 
any  warning  signs  or 
symptoms,  and  must  be 
screened  for  in  adults.  Co¬ 
lon  cancer  arises  equally  in 
men  and  women,  generally 
after  the  age  of  50  years. 
Screening  for  colon  cancer 
is  crucial  due  to  the  silent 
and  progressive  nature  of 
the  disease.  The  major¬ 
ity  of  colon  cancers  begin 
as  a  polyp,  an  abnormal 


growth  on  the  wall  of  the 
colon,  which  may  be  de¬ 
tected  and  reirioved  before 
it  becomes  a  malignant  tu¬ 
mor.  Every  adult  over  the 
age  of  50  is  at  risk  for  colon 
cancer,  with  high  risk  in¬ 
dividuals  having  family 
history  or  personal  history 
of  colon  polyps,  Crohn's 
Disease  or  ulcerative  coli¬ 
tis.  Adults  at  average  risk 
should  have  a  screening 
colonoscopy  beginning  at 
age  50  and  every  10  years 
afterward.  High  risk  indi¬ 
viduals  should  have  colo¬ 
noscopies  more  frequently. 
A  colonoscopy  allows  the 
doctor  to  examine  the  lin¬ 
ing  of  the  rectum  and  en¬ 
tire  colon  using  a  thin,  flex¬ 
ible,  lighted  tube  inserted 
into  the  rectum  and  colon. 

Your  doctor  may  give 
you  a  Fecal  Occult  Blood 
Test,  Flexible  Sigmoidos¬ 
copy  or  Double  Contrast 
Barium  Enema  to  screen 
instead  of  or  in  addition  to 
a  colonoscopy.  Colorectal 
cancer  is  the  second  lead¬ 
ing  cancer  killer  in  the 
United  States,  after  lung 
cancer,  and  screening  is 
crucial  in  saving  lives. 
While  screening  should  be 
done  in  all  asymptomatic 
patients  over  the  age  of  50, 
talk  to  your  doctor  imme¬ 
diately  if  you  experience 
blood  in  your  stool,  unex¬ 
plained  and  frequent  pain 
or  cramps  in  the  stomach, 
change  in  bowel  habits,  or 
unexplained  weight  loss, 
as  these  may  indicate  the 
presence  of  colon  Ccmcer. 


While  lung  cancer  is 
the  number  one  cause  of 
cancer  related  death  in  the 
United  States,  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  current  screening 
methods  is  still  being  in¬ 
vestigated.  It  is  currently 
undetermined  whether 
screening  with  CT,  chest 
radiograph  or  sputum  cy¬ 
tology  is  more  effective  at 
reducing  mortality  than  no 
screening  at  aU.  Preven¬ 
tion  via  smoking  cessation 
currently  is  thought  to  be 
inherently  more  effective 
than  screening  in  reducing 
cancer  deaths.  Lung  can¬ 
cer  occurs  largely  among 
smokers,  increasing  in  in¬ 
cidence  after  the  age  of  40, 
and  affects  both  men  and 
women. 

Screening  for  lung 
cancer  with  chest  x-ray 
has  not  been  found  to  im¬ 
prove  mortality  rates  and 
actually  is  associated  with 
increased  mortality  from 
lung  cancer  due  to  radia¬ 
tion  exposure.  Low-dose 
spiral  CT  screening  is  more 
effective  than  chest  x-ray 
at  detecting  early-stage 
cancers  but  also  has  not  yet 
been  shown  to  reduce  mor¬ 
tality  rates  and  exposes  the 
patient  to  a  huge  amount 
of  radiation. 

Overall,  the  risk  of 
exposure  to  x-ray  and  CT, 
coupled  with  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  either  false-positive 
or  false-negative  results, 
currently  leaves  testing  for 
lung  cancer  without  symp¬ 
toms  unsubstantiated. 
However,  lung  cancer  is  a 


stage-related  disease,  and 
catching  it  early  improves 
a  patient's  prognosis. 

The  effectiveness  of 
screerung  methods  for 
lung  cancer  continues  to  be 
investigated,  but  currently 
the  best  advice  is  to  quit 
smoking  to  lower  your 
risk. 

Finally,  women  should 
be  screened  consistently 
for  cervical  cancer,  as  those 
who  have  aimual  Pap 
smears  reduce  their  risk  of 
dying  of  cervical  cancer  by 
95%.  Pap  smear,  or  cervi¬ 
cal  cytology,  is  the  best 
screening  test  for  cervical 
cancer.  Currently,  HPV 
DNA  screening  is  being 
used  in  addition  to  cervi¬ 
cal  cytology  in  women  30 
years  and  older  to  increase 
diagnostic  accuracy. 

Women  should  begin 
screening  with  Pap  smears 
within  3  years  after  becom¬ 
ing  sexually  active,  and 
no  later  than  the  age  of  21. 
Women  should  receive  a 
Pap  smear  once  every  year 
^til  the  age  of  30,  and 
subsequently  may  decrease 
to  once  every  2  years  after 
having  three  consecutive 
normal  smears.  HIV  posi¬ 
tive  or  otherwise  immu- 
nwompromised  patients 
s  ou  d  continue  receiving 

screening  at  least  once  ev¬ 
ery  year. 


Article  funded  through 

the  Asian  Health  imuative  of 
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FROM  PAGE  6  QUINCY 

"Yes,  I  think  it's 
something  we  can  ex¬ 
plore,"  Koch  said.  "I  be¬ 
lieve  the  city  hall  should 
be  accessible  to  everyone" 

In  his  campaign  bro¬ 
chure  that  is  circulating 
in  Quincy,  Phelan  has 
proposed  an  enactment 
of  a  311  message  system, 
which  will  enable  resi¬ 
dents  to  request  the  city's 
services  over  the  phone. 

Phelan  also  empha¬ 
sized  that  while  he  was 
mayor,  FBI  crime  statistics 
revealed  that  Quincy  was 
the  second  safest  city  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
only  after  Newton  who 
tops  the  nation's  list. 

"Since  I  left  office, 
the  same  community 
poUce  department,  many 
of  whom  you  knew  very 
well,  have  been  literally 
cut  in  half,"  he  said. 

Former  Mayor  Wil¬ 
liam  Phelan,  and  challeng¬ 
er  to  incumbent  Mayor 
Tom  Koch  -  first  clashed 
in  2007  -  argued  about 
their  financial  senses  most 
during  the  bilingual  fo¬ 
rum. 

"Tm  running  for 
mayor  because  the  fact  is 
Mayor  Koch  has  misman¬ 
aged  our  city's  finances," 
Phelan  said. 

Phelan  said  Koch 
has  become  the  mayor  in 
Quincy's  history  who  has 
raised  the  most  tax  during 
only  one  year  in  office. 
Facing  the  financial  situa¬ 
tions  in  the  city  hall,  Koch 
spent  taxpayers'  dollars  to 
buy  a  $18,000  rug  for  his 
office. 

In  response,  Koch 
said  Phelan  left  a  financial 
mess  with  a  debt  of  $12 
million  when  he  left  of¬ 
fice  in  January  2008.  Koch 
was  forced  to  accoimt  for 
the  impaid  bills  left  on  the 
desk,  but  he  has  prevent¬ 
ed  major  cuts  to  services 
unlike  many  other  cities 
and  towns. 

The  two  candidates 
cilso  emphasized  their 
deep  roots  in  Quincy. 

They  both  graduated 
from  North  Quincy  High 
School,  where  the  bilin¬ 
gual  forum  Wcis  held. 

Filipino  immigrant 
Rey  Viola,  a  resident  of 
West  Quincy  who  has 
lived  in  the  city  since  1983, 
said  Quincy's  resources 
should  be  equally  acces¬ 
sible  to  all  the  city's  resi¬ 
dents.  Viola  also  hopes 
the  city  will  offer  more 
services  to  its  senior  citi¬ 
zens. 

The  turnout  of  Asian 
voters  has  been  increasing 
in  Quincy.  Residents  of 
Asian  backgrounds  make 
up  approximately  20  per¬ 
cent  of  the  city's  popula¬ 
tion.  According  to  the  city 
clerk's  office,  about  10.7 
percent  of  the  city  s  regis¬ 
tered  voters  are  Asian. 

Kaili  Xu  is  a  Sampan 

correspondent. 


FEATURE 


By  Cliff  Wong 

"Good  morning?  How 
may  I  help  you?"  Welcome 
to  the  Wang  YMCA,  a  flag¬ 
ship  branch  of  the  Greater 
Boston  YMCA  Organiza¬ 
tion.  The  facilities  are  im¬ 
pressive  -  with  a  complete 
fitness  center,  pool,  aero¬ 
bics/  dance  studio,  drop-in 
center,  day-care  facility, 
and  much  more.  A  huge 
gymnasium  fills  the  needs 
of  the  membership  and  can 
serve  as  a  function  area 
for  over  1000  people.  The 
Annual  Wang  Y  Christmas 
Party  is  a  testament  to 
this.  The  gym  once  served 
as  home  court  for  an  area 
college.  It's  also  the  physi¬ 
cal  education  facility  for  a 
nearby  high  school.  This 
is  the  YMCA,  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  as  well  as  the  future, 
of  Boston's  Chinatown. 
However,  the  branch  also 
evokes  the  memories  of  a 
rich  and  genuine  past  in 
Boston's  Chinatown  his¬ 
tory. 

As  someone  who 
has  been  blessed  with  a 
shared  history  with  the 
Wang  YMCA,  each  time 
entering  the  Oak  Street 
Branch  feels  surreal.  This 
cannot  be  real!  The  Wang 
YMCA  doesn't  resemble 
the  branch  that  I  loved  and 
cherished.  Like  aU  things, 
times  change  and  so  too  do 
landscapes.  Although  the 
facilities  at  the  Wang  Y  are 
greatly  improved,  the  staff 
significantly  increased, 
and  services  far  more  so¬ 
phisticated  than  that  of  its 
predecessor,  I  can't  help 
but  reminisce  about  the 
"old  place"  called  the  Tyler 
Street  YMCA.  With  great 
sentiment,  I  reminisce 
about  the  people  even 
more  so  than  the  place. 

Certainly,  there's  been 
other  literature  written 
about  the  branch  regard¬ 
less  of  its  name;  the  Wang 
Y,  Tyler  Street  Y,  Chinese 
Y,  or  South  Cove  Y.  I 
thought  it  fitting  to  provide 
its  history  through  the 
eyes  of  one  who  came  of 
age  there  and  witnessed 
its  many  changes  over  the 
years.  Like  other  great 
institutions,  the  Wang  Y 
has  undergone  a  series  of 
"triumphs"  and  "defeats" 
before  reaching  its  current 
status. 

I  actually  wrote  this 
article  twice.  The  original 
was  a  formal  and  struc¬ 
tured  documentary  with 
scores  of  names,  dates,  and 
titles.  The  project  became 
so  detailed,  bogged-down, 
and  cumbersome  that  I 
did  what  any  red-blooded 
Asian  American  writer 
would  do  -  I  threw  it  out! 

I  acknowledge  that  there 
are  many  community  lead¬ 
ers,  concerned  individuals, 
and  board  members  who 
played  a  major  part  in  the 
Y's  historic  development. 
The  Wang  Y  owes  them  a 
debt  of  gratitude.  Without 
their  contributions  and 
sacrifice,  the  Wang  YMCA 
would  not  exist  today.  De¬ 
spite  procuring  a  lengthy 
list  of  names  for  the  origi¬ 
nal  story,  it  just  couldn't 


From  Tyler  to  Oak 


include  everyone  involved 
and  I  was  hesitant  to  ex¬ 
clude  anyone.  Therefore, 
I'm  telling  this  story  the 
best  way  I  can,  without 
mentioning  everyone. 

That  information  can  be 
found  elsewhere. 

With  little  recorded 
history  about  the  Tyler 
Street  Y  before  the  mid¬ 
fifties,  one  had  to  rely  on 
piecemeal  tales  of  old  tim¬ 
ers  in  Chinatown.  About 
1914,  there  were  few  places 
for  Chinese  immigrants  to 
go.  It  is  said  that  leaders  of 
the  community  requested 
that  the  YMCA  organiza-  . 
tion  establish  a  center  for 
the  Chinese  in  Boston. 
Members  -  who  were 
exclusively  Chinese  and 
almost  exclusively  male 
(must  have  been  boring!) 

-  met  and  socialized  at  the 
original  Y  branch  at  56  Ty¬ 
ler  Street. 

During  the  mid-fifties, 
David  Toon  accepted  the 
role  of  manager  of  the  Ty¬ 
ler  Street  YMCA.  A  gentle 
individual,  Mr.  Toon  did 
his  best  to  make  the  branch 
a  viable  recreation  center 
with  limited  support  and 
scarce  financial  assistance. 
Services  were  limited. 

The  facilities  were  a  small 
storefront  facility,  upstairs 
rental  apartments,  a  drop- 
in  center,  and  a  game 
room.  Behind  the  building 
was  a  back  lot  that  func¬ 
tioned  as  a  parking  area 
and  a  basketball  court.  The 
people  of  the  community 
didn't  consciously  ignore 
the  needs  of  the  Y,  they 
were  merely  preoccupied 
with  mrmdane  things  like 
making  a  living  and  rais¬ 
ing  children.  What  they 
failed  to  understand  was 
that  the  Y  actually  helped 
them  to  raise  their  chil¬ 
dren. 

Not  a  lot  was  written 
about  activities  during 
this  era.  To  those  who 
frequented  the  Y,  there 
were  creative  year-rovmd 
activities.  Summers  were 
predominantly  devoted  to 
basketball  games,  scrim¬ 
mages  that  were  fiercely 
competitive  and  somewhat 
organized.  Yet,  there  was 
little  or  no  supervis'ion  by 
adults.  Older  kids  would 
pick  teams  and  the  com¬ 
petition  ensued.  Despite 
the  surprising  absence  of 
coaches,  parents,  uniforms, 
scoreboards,  and  any  other 
facsimile  of  an  organized 
program,  the  makeshift 
basketball  program  suc¬ 
ceeded.  To  the  kids,  this 
was  the  "Heruy  Chin"  era. 
Henry  Chin  was  a  young 
caretaker  who  took  quasi¬ 
role  of  program  director. 

He  inadvertently  brought 
much  more  to  the  table. 
During  this  time,  kids 
engaged  in  diverse  indoor 
activities  such  as  table  ten¬ 
nis,  bridge,  and  chess  and 
made  the  center  a  year- 
roimd  place  to  go.  In  win¬ 
ter  months,  youths  even 
shoveled  snow  to  clear  the 
basketball  court.  It  wasn't 
the  greatest  idea,  but  it 
worked  for  us.  A  woman 
who  volunteered  to  pro¬ 
vide  children's  programs 


added  a  dimension  to  the 
place.  She  worked  twice  a 
week.  There  was  singing, 
story  book  readings,  and 
day  trips.  As  a  child,  I  was 
a  product  of  this  program. 

I  recall  the  woman  scream¬ 
ing  at  me  to  hold  hands  on 
a  field  trip.  For  some  rea¬ 
son,  I  was  always  next  to 
a  girl  and  didn't  like  girls 
in  those  days.  Man  did  I 
change! 

Ironically,  the  Tyler 
Street  YMCA  was  so  im¬ 
poverished  that  Henry 
Chin  was  forced  to  resign 
and  find  another  job  that 
paid  his  bills.  After  his 
unfortunate  departure, 
Heruy  returned  once-a- 
week  to  rrm  the  Y's  Ping 
Pong  Club.  The  ping  pong 
tradition  continues  to  this 
day  at  the  Wang  YMCA. 
Many  thanks  to  Heruy  and 
other  loyal  participants  for 
the  ping  pong  program's 
continuing  success.  It's 
widely  known  that  the 
city's  best  ping  pong  play¬ 
ers  were  from  the  Tyler 
Street  YMCA.  The  needs 
and  concerns  of  the  branch 
-  however  -  were  still  un¬ 
known  to  those  beyond  the 
neighborhood. 

The  next  era,  the  "Ma- 
cAfeee  Era,"  began  in  the 
early  sixties.  Bill  MacAfeee 
had  just  graduated  from 
Northeastern  University 
with  no  experience  in  run¬ 
ning  a  YMCA  branch  cind 
less  experience  rmder- 
standing  Chinatown.  In 
a  short  time  however,  he 
learned  to  appreciate  the 
commimity,  and  more  im¬ 
portantly,  the  community 
embraced  him.  The  Tyler 
Street  Y  was  not  a  favorite 
of  Greater  Boston  YMCA 
at  the  time.  Plans  were 
in  place  to  terminate  the 
branch.  Ironically,  Bill  Ma¬ 
cAfeee  had  the  imenviable 
task  of  executing  this  plan. 
Neither  Bill  MacAfeee  nor 
his  operations  manager 
at  the  Greater  Boston  Y 
could  come  to  grips  with 
the  termination.  Together 
with  community  leaders 
from  Chinatown, 
they  campaigned 
to  keep  the  Tyler 
Street  YMCA 
open.  Using  a 
register  to  docu¬ 
ment  member¬ 
ship  usage  and 
inviting  officials 
from  the  United 
Way  to  China¬ 
town,  they  con¬ 
vinced  the  United 
Way  to  resume 
funding.  (It  must 
have  been  the 
Chinese  food!) 

This  helped  to 
avert  the  closing. 

For  Bill  MacAfeee 
and  his  opera¬ 
tions  manager,  ig¬ 
noring  directives 
from  above  was 
a  risk  they  took 
for  what  they 
believed  in.  Not 
surprisingly,  this 
was  only  the  first 
of  other  threats 
to  the  branch's 
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PAGE  8 


MEDFORD,  Brand  New  GREEN  luxury 
Apts  at  75  SL!  Onsite  restaurants,  shops, 
sports  club,  Zipcar  and  on  the  Orange  Ln. 
Studio,  1 ,  2  &  3  bed  apts  with  modem 
finishes.  Media  room.  Garage  parking  and 
cyber  bar!  Minutes  to  Boston. 
866-298-9906 

TTY:  711  in 

Arborpoint.com  |Sii 


Cheng  &  Tsui 

,  r^niij4inj4  .Asia  to  tlu'  World  ” 


Educational  Sales  Representative 

Our  team  is  growing!  Cheng  &Tsui,  an  independent,  Boston- 
based  publisher,  is  seeking  a  highly  motivated,  results-driven 
sales  representative.  You  will  be  responsible  for  contacting 
educators  and  school  administrators  to  sell  our  textbooks, 
supplements  and  multimedia  materials.  Approximately  85%  of 
your  time  will  be  spent  prospecting  and  selling  over  the  phone 
and  1 5%  will  be  travel,  some  overnight.  Fluency  In  Chinese 
required. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

•  Make  a  high  volume  of  outbound  sales  calls 

•  Build  an  active  pipeline  of  new  customers  and  prospects 

•  Reach  all  assigned  sales  goals  and  increase  market  presence 

•  Know  the  features  of  products  to  match  them  with  customer 
needs 

•  Develop  and  foster  professional  relationships  with  your 
customers 

•  Effectively  create  and  execute  a  strategic  sales  plan 

•  Provide  customer  feedback  to  the  Marketing  and  Editorial 
departments 

•  Record  customer  interactions  and  information  for  effertive 
follow-up 

•  Give  occasional  sales  presentations  and  conference  exhibitions 

QUALIFICATIONS 

•  Bachelor's  Degree  or  the  equivalent  required 

•  1-2  years  of  educational  sales,  publishing,  and/or  teaching 
background 

•  Self-starter  with  the  ability  to  work  with  minimum  day-to-day 
supervision 

•  Self-sufficient  and  committed  to  meeting  and  exceeding  goals 

•  Innovative  thinker  able  to  identify  new  opportunities  for 
growth 

•  Excellent  organizational  and  time  management  skills 

•  Superior  verbal,  written,  and  commbnication  skills 

•  Highly  flexible  and  adaptable  to  change 

Full-time,  40  hours  per  week 

Salary  commensurate  with  experience,  bonus  potential. 

Email:  hr@cheng-tsui.com 


Cheng  &Tsui 
25  West  St 
Boston,  MA  02111 


cheng-tsui.com 


Free  2  good  home,  2  maltese  puppies  for 
adoption.  They  are  vet  checked  and 
friendly.  If  interested  contact  me  on 
mrevlon55(^gmail.com 


QUEEN  ANNE’S  GATE  IS  NOW 
ACCEPTING 

APPLICATION  FOR  1  &  2  BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


Queen  Anne’s  offers  a  number  of  apartment  plans  and 
layouts  to  accommodate  many  lifestyles;  you  can 
choose  from  1-  and  2-  bedroom  garden  apartment. 
Living  at  Queen  Anne’s  means  enjoying  many 
amenities,  including  two  outdoor  pools,  tennis  courts, 
basketball  court,  community  gardens,  and  a  summer 
activities  program. 


Moderate  income  Section  236  programs  units 
available  for  immediate  occupancy  to  qualified 
persons  and  families.  Rents  are  based  on  income. 
Waitlist  status  may  apply. 

Income  Limits  are  as  follows  and  range  per  person  in 
a  household:  $3 1 ,866  -  $66, 1 50. 

Please  contact  the  site  at  781-335-1293  for  more 
information  or  visit  us  at: 


Queen  Anne's  Cate  .Apartments 
148  Colonel's  Lane 
WeMiiouth.  M  X  02189 
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existence.  The  YMCA  of 
Chinatown  is  indebted  to 
several  courageous  groups 
for  their  timely  interven¬ 
tion  in  saving  the  Y. 

While  Bill  MacAfeee 
was  in  charge,  new  and 
creative  programs  were 
introduced  to  the  branch. 
There  was  the  origin  of  a 
summer  camp  program,  a 
year-end  carnival,  snack 
shop,  and  a  twenty-five 
foot  swimming  pool.  True 
to  the  spirit  of  the  YMCA, 
these  programs  involved 
neighborhood  people  and 
were  run  by  volunteers.  As 
always,  there  was  basket¬ 
ball.  This  time  -  however 
-  there  were  coaches  and 
referees.  Some  programs 
even  brought  in  revenue. 
These  subsidies  did  little 
to  balance  the  budget.  The 
true  success  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  programs  was 
use  of  volunteers. 

One  year.  Bill  invited 
the  neighboring  garments 
workers  to  use  the  gym. 
The  workers,  all  African- 
American,  participated 
during  lunch  hours.  Iru- 
tially,  a  few  individuals 
opposed  the  program.  In 
time,  it  was  accepted  as  a 
part  of  the  Tyler  Street  Y. 
The  garment  workers  had 
a  unique  style  of  play,  one 
pass,  a  few  dribbles,  and 
hoist  the  ball.  One  could 
hear  voices  screeching, 
"Gimme  the  ball,  man!" 

But  ten  players  raced  back 
and  forth  while  still  no  one 
passed.  It  was  entertain¬ 
ing  to  watch,  but  not  for 
potential  coaches.  As  insu¬ 
lated  as  Chinatown  was  at 
the  time,  the  branch  was 
ahead  of  its  time  to  show 
willingness  for  change. 

Behind  the  scene,  the 
Tyler  Street  Y  experienced 
flaws  and  misfortune. 
There  never  seemed  to  be 
enough  revenue.  (What 
else  is  new?)  Despite 
income  from  creative 
programs,  rental  income, 
membership,  and  dona¬ 
tions,  it  was  never  suf¬ 
ficient.  The  Y  was  grow¬ 
ing  and  the  income  was 
not  keeping  up  with  its 
growth.  In  addition,  there 
were  other  problems.  The 
portable  swimming  pool, 
great  fun  for  two  and  a 
half  months,  required  14 
tons  of  sand  for  the  foun¬ 
dation.  It  also  required 
enormous  man  power. 
(Wonder  where  sand  went 
each  year?)  As  for  the 
Annual  Carnival  -  a  big 
money  maker  each  year  - 
so  much  could  go  wrong. 
There  was  the  weather  fac¬ 
tor,  insufficient  help,  small 
crowds,  and  on  one  occa¬ 
sion,  pilferage  of  funds.  In 
spite  of  this,  the  Y  Carnival 
continued  to  provide  fun 
for  many  young  people  in 
the  area. 

Despite  innovative 
prugiams  and  good  inten- 
lious,  YMCA  branches 
were  businesses  that  pri¬ 
oritized  the  bt>ttom  line. 
MacAfeee  realized  the 
Imrilations  of  the  facility 
and  had  a  vision  about  its 
expansion.  He  researched 


different  options  and  gave 
consideration  to  the  idea 
of  a  temporary  inflatable 
structvue.  Unfortunately, 
there  weren't  sufficient 
resource  or  political  clout 
to  fulfill  this  dream.  He 
shared  his  plan  with  his 
young  associate.  Bill  Bray, 
who  ensured  that  the 
dream  came  to  fruition. 

In  1968,  Bill  MacAfeee 
moved  on  to  accept  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  executive  director 
of  the  YMCA  Branch  at 
Saratoga  Springs,  NY. 

This  was  the  first  of  many 
other  assignments  for  Mr. 
MacAfeee,  whose  entire 
career  was  dedicated  to  the 
YMCA.  He  departed  with 
mixed  feelings,  feelings 
of  joy  and  some  of  frus¬ 
tration.  He  also  left  with 
great  memories  of  his  eight 
years  in  Boston's  China¬ 
town.  He  passed  the  baton 
to  his  protegee  and  that 
began  the  "Bill  Bray"  era  at 
the  Tyler  Street  YMCA. 

Like  Bill  MacAfeee 
before  him,  Bill  Bray 
started  his  leadership 
role  straight  out  of  col¬ 
lege.  Bray  had  previously 
worked  at  the  branch  as  a 
work-study  student.  The 
same  operations  manager 
who  earlier  helped  Ma¬ 
cAfeee  also  brought  us 
Bill  Bray.  Before  his  work 
study  stint,  a  prerequisite 
question  for  Bray  was, 
"What  do  you  think  about 
Chinese  people?"  The 
question  went  right  over 
Bray's  head!  Bray's  first 
impression  of  the  Y  was 
somewhat  forgettable.  The 
entrance  at  the  Tyler  Street 
Y  was  so  impressive  that 
Bray  actually  passed  it  3  to 
4  times  before  realizing  it 
was  a  YMCA.  Welcome  to 
the  Tyler  Street  Branch. 

When  Bill  Bray  took 
the  helm,  his  board  chair¬ 
man  enlisted  his  entire 
family.  His  sisters  vol¬ 
unteered  at  the  Annual 
Christmas  Party.  They 
continue  their  dedication 
to  this  day.  The  chairman's 
brother-in-law  began  as 
a  coach,  program  person, 
and  eventually  a  future 
board  chairman  himself. 
The  brother-in-law  is  the 
current  Chairman.  One 
might  say  that  they  kept 
it  in  the  family.  Bill  Bray 
was  a  business  major  and 
was  savvy  about  corporate 
structures  and  use  of  local 
politics.  He  immediately 
established  a  strong  board 
and  a  strong  program  com¬ 
mittee.  He  sought  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  Cliff  Wong,  (that's 
right,  the  author  of  this 
article)  as  the  branch's  pro¬ 
gram  director.  At  the  time 
it  was  uncommon  to  hire  a 
product  of  the  community 
for  a  full-time  position.  The 
new  team  helped  to  take 
the  branch  to  next  level. 


TO  BE  CONTINUED 

Cliff  Wong  is  a  former 
board  member  of  the  Wang 
YMCA  in  Chinatown. 


Library  finally  opens  in  Chinatown,  for  a 


The  Chinatown  Storefront  Library  is  located  at  640  Washington  Street.  (Photo  by  Samuel  Tsoi) 


By  Samuel  Tsoi 

On  Washington  Street, 
passers-by  on  the  busy 
sidewalk  by  the  China¬ 
town  T-Station  were  curi¬ 
ous  to  see  a  lion  dance 
celebrating  the  opening  of 
the  Chinatown  Storefront 
Library. 

The  reopening  of  library 
services  in  Chinatown  on 
Wednesday,  October  14th 
was  a  long  overdue  mo¬ 
ment.  The  neighborhood 
has  demanded  a  library 
since  the  closing  of  the  Ty¬ 
ler  Street  branch  in  1956  to 
make  way  for  infrastruc¬ 
ture  development. 

The  library,  however, 
only  has  a  three-month 
lifespan.  "We  hope  [the 
temporary  library]  will 
demonstrate  the  serious 
need  for  a  community  and 
cultural  space,"  Lisette  Le 
of  the  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  said. 

For  six  days  a  week, 
visitors  can  browse 
through  donated  books  in 
Chinese  and  English.  Us¬ 
ers  can  also  surf  the  inter¬ 
net  on  computer  kiosks 
and  read  Chinese  newspa¬ 
pers  and  periodicals. 

Educational  and 
community  events  have 
already  been  scheduled 
in  the  temporary  library's 
art,  children  and  meeting 
areas.  Community  an¬ 
nouncements  and  infor¬ 
mation  on  Chinatown's 
development  also  fill  the 
walls,  along  with  docu¬ 
mentation  of  the  innova¬ 
tive  project's  journey. 

"The  Storefront  Li¬ 
brary  is  an  experiment 
to  bring  library  services 
to  a  deserving  neighbor¬ 
hood,"  said  Leslie  Devol, 
co-founder  of  the  Boston 
Street  Lab.  Devol,  her 
husband  and  two  young 
children,  reside  in  China¬ 
town. 

"This  is  also  an  experi¬ 
ment  of  activating  vacant 
space,  and  realizing  pos¬ 
sibilities  for  Downtown 
Boston,"  Devol  said.  "A 
library  is  not  just  a  place 
to  borrow  books,  but  also 
a  cultural  center,"  said 
Suzanne  Lee,  principal  of 
the  Josiah  Quincy  School. 


The  lion  dance  troupe's  vibrant  performance  heats  up 
the  ceremony.  (Photo  by  Samuel  Tsoi) 


Mayor  Menino  congratulated  the  Chinatown  commu¬ 
nity  on  the  opening  of  the  library.  (Photo  by  Kaili  Xu) 


Chinatown,  one  of  the  few  neighborhoods  without 
Boston  Public  Library  services,  saw  the  closing  of  the 
Tyler  Street  Branch  for  highway  development  in  the 
1950s. 


Residents  browsed  through  the  books  at  the  grand 
opening  of  the  Chinatown  Storefront  Library.  (Photo 
by  Samuel  Tsoi) 


Residents  and  activists, 
both  young  and  old,  have 
long  advocated  for  the 
restoration  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  community  asset.  This 
group  of  advocates  formed 
Friends  of  the  Chinatown 
Library,  and  spent  many 
years  lobbying  the  city  to 
re-open  a  library  in  China¬ 
town. 

In  a  relatively  short 
amormt  of  time,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Street  Lab  brought 
together  designers,  plan¬ 
ners,  businesses  and  civic 
groups  to  launch  a  tempo¬ 
rary  library. 

The  storefront  was  donat¬ 
ed  by  Archstone,  the  real 
estate  firm  which  devel¬ 
oped  the  namesake  luxury 
condominium.  The  project 
was  advised  by  Simmons 
College  and  Boston  Public 
Library,  and  was  also  part 
of  a  feasibility  study  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  city. 

"We  hope  the  design 
of  this  temporary  library 
will  usher  in  a  permanent 
one  for  Chinatown,"  said 
Marrikka  Trotter,  the  lead 
coordinator  of  the  Harvard 
design  team  who  crafted 
and  installed  the  sculptur¬ 
al,  inventive  and  portable 
furniture. 

Virtually  the  entire 
Boston  city  council,  can¬ 
didates  and  the  mayor 
were  present  at  the  open¬ 
ing.  Many  of  Chinatown's 
civic  leaders,  the  state 
legislature,  Boston  Rede¬ 
velopment  Authority  and 
the  governor's  office  also 
came  to  mark  this  proud 
moment. 

"We  need  all  of  you 
to  continue  supporting 
library  services  in  Chi¬ 
natown,  "  said  Suzanne 
Lee,  principal  of  the  Josiah 
Quincy  School.  The  Store¬ 
front  Library  has  not  only 
filled  a  vacant  space,  but  a 
missing  chapter  in  China¬ 
town's  story  -  and  many 
hope  to  see  it  remain. 

For  hours,  events  and 
information,  visit  www. 
storefrontlibrary.org 


Samuel  Tsoi  is  a  Sampan 
correspondent. 
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